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Abstract

We may not all agree on the precise semantics of the term Technical Debt, but it is undeniably
part of the everyday vocabulary of software engineers. We know that it concerns compromises to
the internal quality of a system, made either deliberately or inadvertently. We understand that it’s
not all bad, as it may have served the purpose of expediency at some point. But, a perfect storm is
brewing for large complex systems: if we do not manage Technical Debt, it is threatening to
“bankrupt” those systems. In this talk we revisit the state of the art to discuss the challenges and
examine what theories and practices are offered to help manage Technical Debt. Finally, we
discuss some promising future directions in the field, including relations to run-time qualities.
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